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guage closely with a number of
Kurdish prisoners who were held
there and who were captured
during the Crimean War between
Russia and the Ottoman Em-
pire. As a result, Lerch collected
a number of words and phrases
with studies on the Kurdish lan-
guage and devoted the follow-
ing two volumes of his research
exclusively to the Kurdish lan-
guage. Lerch combined the three
volumes (fo- pages) into two vol-
umes (¥A- pages) and translated
them into German, which were
published by the Russian Acad-
emy in the same year

The author of this introductory
study translated the three Rus-
sian volumes into Middle Kurdish
by comparing them with the two
German volumes and included
the additions to the German text
as an appendix to the translated
book. It has not yet been pub-
lished; therefore, the aim of this
article is to introduce the content
of this pioneering work by Pyotr
Lerch, which | hope will see the
light in the near future

In this research, | have tried to
highlight the book, its author and
Lerch's important views on the
social situation, language and
history of Kurds
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Abstract

In the mid-\ath century, the Acad-
emy of Sciences of the Russian
Empire paid special attention to
the study of the history, ethnog-
raphy, language and literature of
the Kurdish people. Thanks to the
researches of such specialists in
Kurdish and Iranian studies as V.
Sharmo, A. Velyaminov-Zernov,
A. Zhaba, V. Yusti, A. Satsin and
Pyotr Lerch, Kurdish studies be-
came part of Iranian studies dur-
ing the yath century and began to
develop independently later As
a member of the Russian Impe-
rial Academy of Sciences, Lerch
focused in the mid-yath century
on the study of the Kurdish lan-
guage and its history and devoted
three years of his time to collect-
ing comprehensive materials re-
lated to this field. The Academy
published part of this study in
yAo# in the first volume entitled
"Studies of the Iranian Kurds and
Their Northern Chaldeans of Co-
Origin". In the same year, on the
recommendation of the head of
the academy, Pyotr Lerch visited
Roslavl to study the Kurdish lan-
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